The reflections/ writing assignments will include all reading materials assigned and including course content in Module 1. You are not to summarize chapters or chapter but to select an event, person or timeline within any chapter. However you can combine events in chapters. The exercise is meant to enhance your critical thinking skills. :
[bookmark: _GoBack]In your own words, journal through a reflection, what historical event, person, or timeline stood out most to you as student in the assigned course readings. Each writing assignment will include a 400-500 word count in MLA essay form using the proper grammar, content, perspectives. Your papers should start with the following:
Ex. What I found most interesting in chapter ….. 
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In July 1865, hundreds of freed slaves gathered near an old church on
St. Helena Island off the South Carolina coast. There, Virginia-born freeman
Martin Delaney, the highest-ranking officer in the 104th U.S. Colored Troops,
addressed them. Before the Civil War, he had been a prominent abolitionist in
the North. Now, Major Delaney assured the gathering that slavery had been
“absolutely abolished.” But abolition, he stressed, was less the result of Abra-
ham Lincoln’s leadership than the outcome of former slaves and free blacks
like him deciding to resist and undermine the Confederacy. Slavery was dead,
and freedom was now in their hands. “Yes, yes, yes,” his listeners shouted.

Delaney then noted that many white planters in the area claimed that the
former slaves were lazy and “have not the intelligence to get on for yourselves
without being guided and driven to the work by [white] overseers” Delaney
dismissed such assumptions as lies intended to restore a system of forced labor
for blacks. He told the freed slaves that their best hope was to become self-
sustaining farmers: “Get a community and get all the lands you can—if you
cannot get any singly” Then “grow as much vegetables etc., as you want for
your families; on the other part of land, you cultivate rice and cotton.” They
must find ways to become economically self-reliant. Otherwise, he said, they
would find themselves slaves again.

Several white planters attended Delaney’s talk, and an army officer at the
scene reported that they “listened with horror depicted in their faces” when Del-
aney urged the former slaves to become independent farmers. The planters pre-
dicted that such speeches would incite “open rebellion” among southern blacks.

DEATH OF A PRESIDENT The possibility of a lenient reconstruction
of the Confederacy would die with Abraham Lincoln. The president offered
his last view of Reconstruction in the final speech of his life. On April 11, 1865,
he rejected calls by Radicals for a vengeful peace. He wanted “no persecu-
tion, no bloody work,” no hangings of Confederate leaders, and no extreme
efforts to restructure southern social and economic life. Three days later, on
April 14, Lincoln and his wife Mary went to see a play at Ford’s Theatre in
Washington, D.C.

With his trusted bodyguard called away to Richmond, Lincoln was defense-
less as John Wilkes Booth, a popular actor and a rabid Confederate, slipped
into the unguarded presidential box and shot the president in the head. Lin-
coln, Booth claimed, was the cause of all the nation’s “troubles.” and God had
directed him to kill the president. As the mortally wounded Lincoln slumped
forward, Booth stabbed a military aide and jumped from the box to the stage,
breaking his leg in the process. Booth limped out a stage door, mounted a

‘waiting horse, and fled the city. Lincoln died nine hours later.
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Johnson was determined to keep the
wealthiest southerners from regaining
political power. Surprisingly, however, he
eventually pardoned most of the white
“aristocrats” he claimed to despise. What

‘ brought about this change of heart?
Johnson had decided that he could
buy the political support of promin-
ent southerners by pardoning them,
improving his chances of reelection.

Johnson’s Restoration Plan included
the appointment of a Unionist as provi-
sional governor in each southern state,

| a position with the authority to call a
convention of men elected by “loyal”
(that is, not Confederate) voters. His

. Andrew Johnson A pro-Union
plantrequired that each state conven- o L e,
tion ratify the Thirteenth Amendment
ending slavery before the state could be
| readmitted to the Union. Johnson also encouraged the conventions to con-
sider giving a few blacks voting rights, especially those with some education or
with military service, so as to “disarm” the Republican “radicals who are wild
upon” giving all African Americans the right to vote. Except for Mississippi,
| each state of the former Confederacy held a convention that met Johnson’s
requirements but ignored his suggestion about voting rights for blacks.

THE RADICALS REBEL Johnsons initial assault on the southern

planter elite won him the support of the Radical Republicans, but not for long.

Many Radicals who wanted “Reconstruction” to provide social and political

equality for blacks were infuriated by Johnson’s efforts to bring the South back

into the Union as quickly as possible.
The leading Radical Republicans, such as Thaddeus Stevens of Pennsylva-

nia and Charles Sumner of Massachusetts, wanted to deny former Confeder-
ates the right to vote to keep them from reelecting the old planter elite and to
~ enable the Republican party to gain a foothold in the region. Stevens argued
1that the Civil War was intended to be a “radical revolution”: the “whole fabric
E‘&Of f southern society must be changed” to “revolutionize southern institutions,

, and manners.”
e iron-willed Stevens viewed the Confederate states as “conquered prov-

be readmitted to the Union by the U.S. Congress, not the president.
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0 author
senator Charles Sumner cried. “Who can doubt that the President is the au the
of these tragedies?” The mob attacks helped motivate Congress to pa%k
Fourteenth Amendment, extending federal civil rights protections to blacks.

BLACK CODES The violence was partly triggered by African American
protests over restrictive laws passed by the new all-white southern state legisla-
tures in 1865 and 1866. These “black codes’ a white southerner explained, were
intended to make sure “the ex-slave was not a free man; he was a free Negro” A
northerner visiting the South said the black codes were intended to enforce a
widespread insistence that “the blacks at large belong to the whites at large”

The black codes differed from state to state, but their purpose was clear:
to restore white supremacy. While black marriages were recognized, African
Americans could not vote, serve on juries, testify against whites, or attend
public schools. They could not own farmland in Mississippi or city property
in South Carolina. In Alabama, they could not own guns. In Mississippi, every
black male over the age of eighteen had to be apprenticed to a white, preferably
a former slave owner. Virtually all black codes required that adult freed slaves
sign annual labor contracts. Otherwise,
they would be jailed as “vagrants” If
they could not pay the vagrancy fine—
and most could not—they were forced
to work for whites as convict laborers.

The black codes disgusted Republi-
cans. “We must see to it,” Senator Wil-
liam Stewart of Nevada resolved, “that
the man made free by the Constitu-
tion of the United States is a freeman
indeed.” And that is what they set out
to do. A former slave who had served
in the Union army shared the disbelief
felt by most African Americans at the
black codes: “If you call this Freedom,
what do you call Slavery?”

“(?) Slavery Is Dead (?)" (1867)
Thomas Nast's cartoon argues that
southern blacks were still being treated

FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT

To ensure the legality of the new
federal Civil Rights Act, the Con-
gressional Joint Committee on Recon-
struction proposed in April 1866 a
pathbreaking Fourteenth Amendment
to the USS. Constitution. It guaranteed

as slaves despite the passage of the
Fourteenth Amendment. This detail
illustrates a case in Raleigh, North
Carolina: a black man was whipped for a
crime despite federal orders specifically
prohibiting such forms of punishment.

_—
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the Fourteenth Amendment. The other ten states were divided into five mili-
tary districts, each commanded by a general who acted as governor.

The Military Reconstruction Act required each state to create a new con-
stitution that guaranteed the right to vote for all adult males—black or white,
rich or poor, landless or property owners. Women—black or white—did not
yet have the vote and were not included in the discussions.

The Military Reconstruction Act also stipulated that the new state consti-
tutions were to be drafted by conventions elected by male citizens “of whatever
race, color, or previous condition.” Each constitution had to guarantee African
American males the right to vote. Once a constitution was ratified by a major-
ity of voters and accepted by Congress, other criteria had to be met. The state
legislature had to ratify the Fourteenth Amendment, and once the amendment
became part of the Constitution, any given state would be entitled to represen-
tation in Congress. Several hundred African American delegates participated
in the statewide constitutional conventions.

The Command of the Army Act required that the president issue all army
orders through General in Chief Ulysses S. Grant. The Radical Republicans
feared that President Johnson would appoint generals to head the military dis-
tricts who would be too lenient. So they bypassed the president and entrusted
Grant to enforce Congressional Reconstruction in the South.

The Tenure of Office Act required Senate permission for the president to
remove any federal official whose appointment the Senate had confirmed. This
act was intended to prevent Johnson from firing Secretary of War Edwin Stan-
ton, the president’s most outspoken critic in the cabinet.

Congressional Reconstruction embodied the most sweeping peacetime
legislation in American history to that point. It sought to ensure that freed
slaves could participate in the creation of new state governments in the former
Confederacy. As Thaddeus Stevens explained, the Congressional Reconstruc-

tion plan was designed to create a “perfect republic” based on the principle of
equal rights for all citizens. “This is the promise of America,” he insisted. “No

More. No Less”

IMPEACHING THE PRESIDENT The first two years of Congressio-

nal Reconstruction produced dramatic changes in the South, as new state leg-

islatures rewrote their constitutions and ratified the Fourteenth Amendment.

Radical Republicans now seemed fully in control of Reconstruction, but one
person still stood in their way—Andrew Johnson. During 1867 and early 1868,
more and more Radicals decided that the defiant Democratic president must
be removed from office.
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The first Senate trial of a sitting president began on March 5, 1868 with
Chief Justice Salmon P. Chase presiding. It was a dramatic spectacle before
a packed gallery of journalists, foreign dignitaries, corporate executives, and
political officials. As the trial began, Thaddeus Stevens, the Radical leader,
warned the president: “Unfortunate, unhappy man, behold your doom!”

The five-week trial ended in stunning fashion, but not as the Radicals
hoped. The Senate voted 35 to 19 for conviction, only one vote short of
1wojthirds needed for removal from office. Senator Edmund G. Ross, a young
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Blacks under Reconstruction

slave, had declared in 1865, “slavery is not abolished until the black man has

the ballot.”
The Fifteenth Amendment prohibited states from denying any man the

vote on grounds of “race, color, or previous condition of servitude” But
Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, seasoned leaders of the move-
ment to secure an “honorable independence” and voting rights for women,
demanded that the amendment be revised to include women. As Anthony
stressed in a famous speech, the U.S. Constitution said: “we, the people; not we,
the white male citizens; nor yet we, the male citizens; but we, the whole people,
who formed the Union—women as well as men” Most men, however, remained
unreconstructed when it came to voting rights for women. Radical Republicans
tried to deflect the issue by declaring that it was the “Negros hour” Women
would have to wait—another fifty years, as it turned out.

BLACKS UNDER RECONSTRUCTION

When a federal official asked Garrison Frazier, a former slave in Georgia, if he
and others wanted to live among whites, he said that they preferred “to live by
ourselves, for there is a prejudice against us in the South that will take years to
get over.” In forging new lives, Frazier and many other former slaves set about

creating their own social institutions.

FREED BUT NOT EQUAL White southerners used terror, intimida-
tion, and violence to suppress black efforts to gain social and economic equal-
ity. In Texas, a white farmer told a former slave that his freedom would do him
“damned little good . . . as I intend to shoot you”—and he did. In July 1866,
a black woman in Clinch County, Georgia, was arrested and given sixty-five
lashes for “using abusive language” during an encounter with a white woman.
The Civil War had brought freedom to enslaved African Americans, but it did
not bring them protection against exploitation or abuse.

Participation in the Union army or navy had provided many freedmen
with training in leadership. Black military veterans would form the core of the
first generation of African American political leaders in the postwar South.
Military service gave many former slaves their first opportunities to learn
to read and write, and army life alerted them to new opportunities for eco-
nomic advancement, social respectability, and civic leadership. Fighting for
the Union also instilled a fervent sense of nationalism. A Virginia freedman
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The black churches were the first social institutions the former slaves could
control and quickly became the crossroads for black community life. Black

ministers emerged as social and political leaders as well as preachers. Many
African Americans became Baptists or Methodists, in part
were already the largest denominations in the South, and in part because they
reached out to the working poor. In 1866 alone, the African Methodist Epis-
copal (AME) Church gained 50,000 members. By 1890, more than 1.3 million
African Americans in the South had become Baptists, nearly three times as
many as had joined any other denomination. ‘
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African American political figures of Reconstruction Blanche K. Bruce (left) and 3
Hiram Revels (right) served in the U.S. Senate. Frederick Douglass (center) was a major

figure in the abolitionist movement.

successful in recruiting African Americans that in 1867, it had eighty-eight
chapters in South Carolina alone. The League claimed to have enrolled almost

every adult black male in the state.
Of course, any African American participation in southern political life

was a first. Some 600 blacks—most of them former slaves—served as state leg-
islators under Congressional Reconstruction. In Louisiana, Pinckney Pinch-
back, a northern free black and former Union soldier, was elected lieutenant
governor. Several other African Americans were elected lieutenant governor,
state treasurer, or secretary of state. There were two black senators in Congress,
Hiram Revels and Blanche K. Bruce, both Mississippi natives who had been
educated in the North, as well as fourteen black members of the U.S. House of
Representatives.

White southerners were appalled at the election of black politicians. Dem-
ocrat extremists claimed that Radicals were trying to “organize a hell in the
South” by putting “the Caucasian race” under the rule of “their own negroes”
Southern whites complained that freed slaves were illiterate and had no civic
experience or appreciation of political issues and processes. In this regard,
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Blacks under Reconstruction

Tens of thousands of former slaves
were forced to return their farms to the
white owners. In addition, it was virtu-
ally impossible for former slaves to get
loans to buy farmland because so few
banks were willing to lend to blacks.
Their sense of betrayal was profound.
Reconstruction of the South would not
include the redistribution of southern
property.

What emerged was the labor sys-
tem called sharecropping—where the

Sharecroppers A family is shown
i outside their Virginia home in this 1899
Eadowper e iged land, SeEd’ ard) photograph, taken by Frances Benjamin

tools to a poor farmer in exchange for Johnston, one of the earliest American
a share of the crop. Many freed blacks  female photojournalists.

preferred sharecropping over working
for wages, since it freed them from
day-to-day supervision by white landowners. But over time, most sharecrop-

pers, black and white, found themselves deep in debt to the landowner, with
little choice but to remain tied to the same discouraging system of dependence
that, over the years, felt much like slavery. As a former slave acknowledged, he
and others had discovered that “freedom could make folks proud but it didn’t

make ‘em rich.”

TENSIONS AMONG SOUTHERN BLACKS African Americans in
the postwar South were by no means a uniform community. They had their
own differences and disputes, especially between the few who owned property
and the many who did not.

Affluent northern blacks and the southern free black elite, most of whom
were city dwellers and mulattos (people of mixed parentage), often opposed
efforts to redistribute land to the freedmen, and many insisted that political
equality did not mean social equality. In general, however, unity rather than
dissension prevailed, and African Americans focused on common concerns,
such as full equality under the law. “All we ask” said a black member of the
state constitutional convention in Mississippi, “is justice, and to be treated like
human beings”

With little or no training or political experience, many African Ameri-
cans served in state governments with distinction. Nonetheless, the scornfu]

label “black Reconstruction” used by critics then and since, distorts African
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ness. White southern ministers, for example, assured their congregations that

God endorsed white supremacy.
The Civil War had brought freedom to enslaved African Americans, but

it did not bring them protection against exploitation or abuse. The “black
codes” created in 1865 and 1866 were the first of many continuing efforts to
deny equality to African Americans. With each passing year, southern whites
used terror, intimidation, and violence to prevent blacks from exercising their
political rights, and resistance to Congressional Reconstruction and Radical
Republican (“Radical”) rule became more and more violent. Hundreds were
killed and many more injured in systematic efforts to “keep blacks in their
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T'he Grant Administration

the law and the rights to own property, attend schools, learn to read and write,

enter professions, and carry on business. y
Yet several Republican state governments also engaged in corrupt practices.

Bribes and kickbacks, whereby companies received government contracts in

return for giving government officials cash or stock, were commonplace. In
Louisiana, a twenty-six-year-old carpetbagger, Henry Clay Warmoth, a Union
war veteran and an attorney, somehow turned an annual salary of $8,000
into a million-dollar fortune over four years as governor. (He was eventually
impeached and removed from office.) “I don’t pretend to be honest,” he admit-
ted. “T only pretend to be as honest as anybody in politics.”

As was true in the North and the Midwest at the time, southern state gov-
ernments awarded money to corporations, notably railroads, under conditions
that invited shady dealings and outright corruption. In fact, some railroad offi-
cials received state funds but never built any railroads. Such corruption was
not invented by the Radical Republican regimes, nor did it die with them.
Governor Warmoth recognized as much: “Corruption is the fashion” in Lou-

isiana, he explained.

THE GRANT ADMINISTRATION

Andrew Johnson’s crippled presidency created an opportunity for Republicans
to elect one of their own in 1868. Both parties wooed Ulysses S. Grant, the
“Lion of Vicksburg” credited by most Americans with the Union victory in the
Civil War. His falling-out with President Johnson, however, had pushed him
toward the Republicans, who unanimously nominated him as their candidate.

THE ELECTION OF 1868 The Republican party platform endorsed
Congressional Reconstruction. More important, however, were the public
expectations driving the candidacy of Ulysses S. Grant, whose campaign slo-
gan was “Let us have peace” Grant promised that, if elected, he would enforce
the laws and promote prosperity for all.

The Democrats charged that the Radical Republicans were subjecting the
South “to military despotism and Negro supremacy” They nominated Hor-
atio Seymour, the wartime governor of New York and a passionate critic of
Congressional Reconstruction. His running mate, Francis P. Blair Jr., a former
Union general from Missouri who had served in Congress, appealed directly
to white bigotry when he denounced Republicans for promoting equality for
“asemi-barbarous race” of black men who sought to “subject the white women
to their unbridled lust”
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The Grant Administration

On September 24, 1869—soon to be remembered as “Black Friday”—the
scheme to drive up the price of gold worked, at least at first. Starting at $150
an ounce, the bidding for gold started to rise, first to $160, then $165, lead-
ing more and more investors across the nation and around the world to join
the stampede. Then, around noon, President Grant and his Treasury secretary
realized what was happening and began selling huge amounts of government
gold. Within fifteen minutes, the bubble created by Fisk and Gould burst, and
the price of gold plummeted to $138. People who had bought gold in large
amounts lost fortunes. Their agony, said a New Yorker, “made one feel as if
the Battle of Gettysburg had been lost and the Rebels were marching down
Broadway”

Soon, the turmoil spread to the entire stock market, claiming thousands of
victims. As Fisk noted, “It was each man drag out his own corpse.” For weeks
after the gold bubble collapsed, financial markets were paralyzed and business
confidence was shaken.

The plot to corner the gold market was only the first of several scandals
that rocked the Grant administration. The secretary of war, it turned out, had
accepted bribes from merchants who traded with Indians at army posts in
the West. In St. Louis, whiskey distillers—dubbed the “whiskey ring” in the
press—bribed federal agents in an effort to avoid taxes, bilking the govern-
ment out of millions of dollars in revenue. Grant’s personal secretary was

enmeshed in the scheme.

Congressional committees investigated most of the scandals but uncovered
no evidence that Grant himself was ever involved. His poor choice of associ-
ates, however, earned him widespread criticism. Democrats scolded Repub-
licans for their “monstrous corruption and extravagance” and reinforced the
public suspicion that elected officials were less servants of the people than they

were self-serving bandits.

THE MONEY SUPPLY Complex financial issues—especially monetary
policy—dominated Grant’s presidency. Prior to the Civil War, the economy oper-
ated on a gold standard; state banks issued paper money that could be exchanged
for an equal value of gold coins. So both gold coins and state bank notes circu-
lated as currency. Greenbacks (so called because of the dye color used on the
printed dollars) were issued during the Civil War to help pay for the war.

When a nation’s supply of money grows faster than the economy itself,
prices for goods and services increase (inflation). This happened when the
greenbacks were issued. After the war, the U.S. Treasury assumed that the
greenbacks would be recalled from circulation so that consumer prices would
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with federal government jobs. The Liberal Republicans charged that Grant and

his cronies were making decisions solely to benefit themselves, putting profits
above principles.

In 1872, the breakaway Liberal Republicans, many of whom were news-
paper editors suspicious of the “working classes,” held their own national
convention in Cincinnati, at which they accused the Grant administration
of corruption, incompetence, and “despotism.” They then committed polit-
ical suicide by nominating an unlikely and ill-suited presidential candidate:
Horace Greeley, editor of the New York Tribune and a longtime champion of
a variety of causes: abolitionism, socialism, vegetarianism, and spiritualism.
His image as an eccentric who repeatedly reversed his political positions was
complemented by his record of hostility to the Democrats, whose support the
Liberal Republicans needed if they were going to win the election.

The Democrats nevertheless gave their nomination to Greeley. Southern Dem-
ocrats liked his criticism of federal reconstruction policies. His New York Tribune,
for example, claimed that “ignorant, superstitious, semi-barbarian” former slaves
were “extremely indolent, and will make no exertion beyond what is necessary
to obtain food enough to satisfy their hunger” Moreover, Radical Republicans
had given the vote to “ignorant” former slaves whose “Nigger Government”
exercised “absolute political supremacy” in several states and was transferring
the wealth from the “most intelligent” and “influential” southern whites to

themselves.

Most northerners, however, were appalled at Greeley’s candidacy. By
nominating Greeley, said the New York Times, the Liberal Republicans and
Democrats had killed any chance of electoral victory. Greeley carried only six
southern states and none in the North. Grant won thirty-one states and car-
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Klansmen focused their program of murder, violence, and intimidation on
prominent Republicans, black and white—elected officials, teachers in black
schools, state militias. They intentionally avoided clashes with federal troops.
In Mississippi, they killed a black Republican leader in front of his family.
Three white “scalawag” Republicans were murdered in Georgia in 1870. That
same year, an armed mob of whites launched an attack at a Republican polit-
ical rally in Alabama, killing four blacks and wounding fifty-four. An Alabama
Republican pleaded with Grant to intervene. “Give us
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tion escalated. On Easter Sunday in 1873 in Colfax, Louisiana, a mob of white

antes, most of them ex-Confederate soldiers disappointed by Jocal election

vigil
of black Republicans

results, used a cannon, rifles, and pistols to attack a group
in the courthouse, slaughtering eighty-one and burning down the building. It

was the bloodiest racial incident during the Reconstruction period.

SOUTHERN “REDEEMERS” The Ku Klux Klan’s impact on southern
politics varied from state to state. In the Upper South, it played only a modest
role in helping Democrats win local elections. In the Lower South, however,
Klan violence and intimidation had more serious effects. In overwhelmingly
black Yazoo County, Mississippi, vengeful whites used terrorism to reverse the
political balance of power. In the 1873 elections, for example, the Republicans

cast 2,449 votes and the Democrats 638; two years later, the Democrats polled
4,049 votes, the Republicans 7.
Throughout the South, the activities of white supremacists disheartened

black and white Republicans alike. “We are helpless and unable to organize,’
wrote a Mississippi scalawag. We “dare not attempt to canvass [campaign for
candidates], or make public speeches” At the same time, northerners dis-
played a growing weariness with using federal troops to reconstruct the South.
“The plain truth is,” noted the New York Herald, “the North has got tired of the
Negro.”

President Grant, however, desperately wanted to use more federal force to

preserve peace and asked Congress to pass new legislation that would “leave
my duties perfectly clear” Congress responded with the Civil Rights Act of

1875, the most comprehensive guarantee of civil rights to that point. It said
that people of all races must be granted equal access to hotels and restaur-
ants, railroads and stagecoaches, theaters, and other places of public entertain-
ment. Unfortunately for Grant, however, the new law provided little authority
to enforce its provisions. Those who felt their rights were being violated had to
file suit in court, and the penalties for violators were modest.

Public interest in protecting civil rights in the South continued to wane as
other issues emerged to distract northerners. Western expansion, Indian wars,
and economic issues surged to the forefront of voter concerns.

Republican political control in the South gradually loosened as all-
white “Conservative” parties mobilized the anti-Reconstruction vote. White
Democrats—the so-called redeemers who supposedly “saved” the South from
Republican control and “black rule’—used the race issue to excite the white
electorate and intimidate black voters. Where persuasion failed to work, Dem-
ocrats used trickery. As one enthusiastic Democrat boasted, “The white and

black Republicans may outvote us, but we can outcount them.”
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Radical Reconstruction.

Republican political control ended in Virginia and Tennessee as early as
1869; in Georgia and North Carolina, it collapsed in 1870, although North
Carolina had a Republican governor until 1876. Reconstruction lasted longest
in the Lower South, where whites abandoned Klan robes for barefaced intimi-
dation in paramilitary groups such as the Mississippi Rifle Club and the South
Carolina Red Shirts. The last Radical Republican regimes collapsed, however,
after the elections of 1876, and the return to power of the old white political
elite in the South further undermined the country’s commitment to Congres-
sional Reconstruction,
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The Grant Administration

| The scandal led the Republican convention to pass over Blaine in favor
of Ohio’s favorite son, Rutherford B. Hayes. Elected governor of Ohio three
times, most recently as a “hard money” gold advocate, Hayes also was a civil
service reformer eager to reduce the number of federal jobs subject to political
appointment. But his chief virtue was that he offended neither Radicals nor
reformers. As a journalist put it, he was “obnoxious to no one”

The Democratic convention was uncharacteristically harmonious from the
start. The nomination went to Samuel J. Tilden, a wealthy corporate lawyer
and reform governor of New York.

The 1876 campaign avoided controversial issues. Both candidates favored
relaxing federal military authority in the South. In the absence of strong ideo-

logical differences, Democrats highlighted the scandals embroiling the Repub-
licans. In response, Republicans ignored the depression and repeatedly waved
“the bloody shirt;” linking the Democrats to secession, civil war, and the violence
committed against Republicans in the South. As Robert G. Ingersoll, the most
celebrated Republican public speaker of the time, insisted: “The man that assas-
sinated Abraham Lincoln was a Democrat. . . . Soldiers, every scar you have on
your heroic bodies was given you by a Democrat!”
Despite the lack of major issues, the 1876 election generated the most votes
of any national election in U.S. history to that point. Early returns pointed to a
victory for Tilden. Nationwide, he outpolled Hayes by almost 300,000 votes; by
midnight following Election Day, Tilden had won 184 electoral votes, just one
short of the total needed for victory. Overnight, however, Republican activists
| realized that the election hinged on 19 disputed electoral votes from Florida,
| Louisiana, and South Carolina.
The Democrats needed only one of the challenged votes to claim victory;
f the Republicans needed all nineteen. Republicans in those key states had
| engaged in election fraud, while Democrats had used physical intimidation to
" keep black voters at home. But all three states were governed by a Republican
J who appointed the election boards, each of which reported narrow victories
I for Hayes. The Democrats immediately challenged the results.
{ In all three states, rival election boards submitted conflicting vote counts.
! The nation watched and wondered as days, then weeks, passed with no solu-
f tion. On January 29, 1877, Congress set up an electoral commission to settle
the dispute. It met daily for weeks trying to verify the disputed vote counts.
Finally, on March 1, 1877, the commission voted 8 to 7 along party lines
in favor of Hayes. The next day, the House of Representatives declared Hayes
president by an electoral vote of 185 to 184. Tilden decided not to protest the

decision. His campaign manager explained that they preferred “four years of
Hayes’s administration to four years of civil war”
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Reconstruction’s Significance
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thanks to the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments, blacks had
rights (in theory), and the federal government had assumed responsibility for
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civil rights would be embraced again by the federal government—this time
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and desolation” Burned-out Columbia, South Carolina, said another wit-
of secession, had

of
of

ness, was “a wilderness of ruins”; Charleston, the birthplace
become a place of “vacant houses, of widowed women, of rotting wharves,
deserted warehouses, of weed-wild gardens, of miles of grass-grown streets,
acres of pitiful and voiceless barrenness.”

Throughout the South, property values had collapsed. In the year after the
war ended, eighty-one plantations in Mississippi were sold for less than a tenth
of what they had been worth in 1860. Confederate bonds and paper money
were worthless; personal savings had vanished.

Union soldiers who fanned out across the defeated South to impose order
were cursed and spat upon. A Virginia woman expressed a spirited defi-
ance common among her circle of friends: “Every day, every hour, that I live
increases my hatred and detestation, and loathing of that race. They [Yankees]
disgrace our common humanity. As a people I consider them vastly inferior to
the better classes of our slaves.” Fervent southern nationalists, both men and

Richmond after the Civil War Before evacuating the capital of the Confederacy,
Richmond, Virginia, Rebels set fire to warehouses and factories to prevent their falling
into Union hands. Pictured here is one of Richmond's burnt districts in April 1865,

Women in mourning attire walk among the shambles.
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Debates over Political Reconstruction 583
for conquered Confederate areas. By the end of 1863, he had formulated a plan
to reestablish governments in states liberated from Confederate rule.

LINCOLN’S PLAN In late 1863, President Lincoln issued a Proclamation
of Amnesty and Reconstruction, under which any Confederate state could
re-create a Union government once a number equal to 10 percent of those who
had voted in 1860 swore allegiance to the Constitution and the Union. They
also received a presidential pardon acquitting them of treason. Certain groups,
however, were denied pardons: Confederate government officials; senior offi-
cers of the Confederate army and navy; judges, congressmen, and military
officers of the United States who had left their posts to aid the rebellion; and
those who had abused captured African American soldiers.

CONGRESSIONAL PLANS Northern politicians, however, disagreed
over who had the authority to restore Rebel states to the Union. Many Republi-
cans, especially the so-called Radicals, argued that Congress, not the president,
should supervise Reconstruction. A few conservative and most moderate Re-
publicans supported Lincoln’s program that immediately restored pro-Union
southern governments.
The Radical Republicans, however, favored a drastic transformation of
southern society based upon granting freed slaves full citizenship rights. Many
Radical Republican leaders, motivated primarily by religious values and moral
i ideals, believed that all people, regardless of race, were equal in God’s eyes.
| They wanted no compromise with the “sin” of racism.
| The Radicals also hoped to replace the white, Democratic planter elite with
a new generation of small farmers, along with wage-earning and middle-class
Republicans, both black and white. “The middling classes who own the soil,
| and work it with their own hands.” explained Radical leader Thaddeus Stevens,
| “are the main support of every free government.”

THE WADE-DAVIS BILL In 1864, with the war still raging, the Radical

Republicans tried to take charge of Reconstruction by passing the Wade-Davis
I Bill, sponsored by Senator Benjamin Franklin Wade of Ohio and Represent-
ative Henry Winter Davis of Maryland. Unlike Lincoln’s 10-percent plan, the
Wade-Davis Bill required that a majority of white males swear their allegiance
to the Union before a Confederate state could be readmitted.

But the Wade-Davis Bill never became law: Lincoln vetoed it as being too
harsh. In retaliation, Republicans issued the Wade-Davis Manifesto, which
 accused Lincoln of exceeding his constitutional authority. Unfazed, Lincoln
oved ahead with his efforts to restore the Confederate states to the Union. He
o acted boldly to provide assistance to the freed slaves in the South.





